United States Bvtent and Trademark Office 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

United States Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 

Washington. D.C. 20231 

www.uspto.gov 


APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CO, | 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


09/98 L995 


10/19/2001 


Ryuichi Ohmura 


107858 


7090 


7590 


08/15/2002 


OLIFF & BERRIDGE, PLC 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, VA 22320 


EXAMINER 


LOFDAHL, JORDAN M 


ART UNIT 


PAPER NUMBER 


3644 

DATE MAILED: 08/15/2002 


Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 


PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 


Office Action Summary 


The MAILING 


Application No. 
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Examiner 
Jordan M Lofdahl 


Applicant(s) 
OHMURA, RYUICHI 



Art Unit 
3644 


Period for Reply 


DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 


™2?.!^ D STATUT0RY PERI0D F °R REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION ~ 
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Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 09 July 2002 . 
2a)E3 This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle 1935 C D 11 453 O G 213 
Disposition of Claims . 

4) £3 Claim(s) 1^5 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) C3 Claim(s) 1^5 is/are rejected. 

7) Q Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) Q The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)Q approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)K| All b)Q Some*c)D None of: 

1.13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 


3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application), 
a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

l\ R M°! iCe °l n^r^ 5 (PT °" 892) 4) D (ntefView S ™™* (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

2 U Noto of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5 ) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1^T~ 

3) |_J Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) O Other: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office ~ ■ — 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 7/9/02 have been fully considered but they are not 


persuasive. 


Claim Objections 

Claim 5 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

"a real seat" should be --a reel seat- 
• Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim 1 and 3-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yamato (5222319). 

As to claim 1, disclosed is an oblong pipe-shaped body (fig. 1); a reel foot (1, fig. 1 
shows a reel with a foot); a reel foot placing surface (6); a movable front hood (F) and a 
fixed rear hood (R); a trigger (2) with a front surface, the front surface of the trigger 
which is closest to the rod slopes toward the downward and backward direction relative 
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to a rear end or the lower portion of the body and having a length that is capable of at 
least two average size adult user's fingers can be placed thereon. 

As to claim 3, disclosed is a top portion of an area of the front surface of the trigger on 
which a user's finger can be placed is positioned behind a portion immediately below 
the highest position of an opening portion of the fixed rear hood (R; fig. 1 ). 

As to claim 4, disclosed is a protrusion from the tip of the front surface of the trigger 
which is capable of sliding prevention (fig. 1). 

As to claim 5, disclosed are the limitations of the instant claim including a handle (3) that 
extends backward from a position of the reel seat. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yamato 
(5222319). 

As to claim 2, not disclosed is the inclination angle of the front surface of the trigger with 
respect to a direction perpendicular to a center axis of the fishing rod body which in the 
range of about 25 to about 55 degrees. It would have been obvious to one having 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to comprise the trigger with 
an inclination angle in the range of about 25 to about 55 degrees, since it has been held 
that discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jordan M Lofdahl whose telephone number is 
703.605.1217. The examiner can normally be reached on 7-5 M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles T Jordan can be reached on 703.306.4159. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 
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703.305.7687 for regular communications and 703.305.7687 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703.306.41te0. 



charles t. jordan 
super^orypatei^SSminer 

TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3600 



